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NAVAN VARS UNITED CHURCH, 100 YEARS OF CELEBRATION

What a glorious event at Navan Vars Church. One hundred years ago on September 10,1926, the first Church service was held in the red brick 
building at 1129 Smith Road. It was to this same building, with a few modifications over time, that the congregation flocked to gather for 
worship and song in celebration of this incredible event. Reverend Nancy Best led the service in the church which was filled to the rafters with 
attendees. The service was a true celebration of faith, worship and community, from the past, present and the future with the presence of young 
children. During the service itself congregants were treated to some very special offerings. The children delighted all with musical performances 
of father and son duets by Alain and Boden Brazeau (guitars) Don and Damian Holinger, (guitar and euphonium)and Paul and Yannick 
Bordush (trumpets) accompanied by the Sunday School children’s sweet voices. 
This musical delight was followed with shared fond memories, some very humourous presented by Barrie Johnston, Ruth Powell and James 
Cotton. With Maureen Young as pianist, the congregation was then treated to a wonderful musical performance by Hope, Judi, Brenda, Gord 
and Cheyrl Moffatt and Howard Mallett singing “Church in the Wildwood, It is No Secret, Just a Closer Walk with Thee and Lord of the Dance.” 
Many members sang quietly along to their rousing rendition reliving past services. The service concluded with an engaging original choir piece, 
accompanied by the composer,  Jean-Guy Jacob on guitar and Pam MacCaull on the flute.  
After the service, the congregation assembled at the Navan Curling Club to continue the celebrations sharing bread together, always an 
integral part of Church events. Under the creative direction of Heather Monkman, the location was transformed into a beautiful, colourful 
fall wonderland. A tasty buffet provided by Lawrie Hamiliton was followed by Doreen Bakker’s home-made pies. Participants spent several 
delightful hours, sharing a meal, reconnecting with friends and neighbours, reminiscing over cherished memories.   
The September 13 event was a truly marvellous example of  a group of dedicated, caring people ( the 100th Anniversary Committee)  working 
towards one common goal;  a celebration of a 100-year long tradition of faith, caring and community.
                                                                                                                                Barbara Johns, Navan Vars United Church, Chair Worship Committee. 
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CELEBRATING OUR BEST: THE 2026 BUILDER’S WALL CEREMONY
On September 12, 2026, the heart of our village beat a little stronger as residents gathered in centre of 

the village for the Navan Builder’s Wall ceremony. This 
tradition highlights the extraordinary individuals whose 
selfless dedication and vision have profoundly shaped Navan’s 
past, present, and future. This year, the community proudly 
inducted three remarkable pillars who embody the true spirit 
of local volunteerism.

We first honoured Arnold Dashney, whose three decades 
of tireless leadership laid the bedrock for local athletics and 
recreation. As the driving force behind the Navan Grads 
junior hockey club and the architectural designer of our 
arena’s core rebuild following its 1983 closure, Arnold has left 
an indelible, multi-generational mark on our community’s 
youth and infrastructure.

Next, we celebrated Jill Owen Noakes, a dedicated 
educator and 40-year resident whose impact is 
felt across generations. Whether volunteering 
at Heritage Public School, leading the Women’s 
Institute, running the Navan Fair’s Education 
Division, or co-founding the beloved Music in 
the Park summer tradition, Jill’s quiet, consistent 
commitment touches nearly every corner of our 
town. She simply shows up and gets things done.

Finally, we recognized the dynamic partnership of 
Dan Reid and Emma Seguin-Reid. Since arriving 
in 2014, they have profoundly transformed our 
landscape and social fabric. Dan helped spearhead the 
creation of the stunning $1.1 million Navan Outdoor 
Pavilion, while Emma founded Navan Helping Hands, 
a vital digital lifeline that continues to foster mutual 
support and neighbourly outreach across the village.

Please join us in extending our deepest gratitude 
to Jill, Arnold, Dan, and Emma for their enduring 
contributions and for making Navan such a wonderful 
place to call home!
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On September 17th, I was in Kanata taking my granddaughter Lennon for a walk around her local 
stormwater pond with my mom. I usually have my full camera kit with me, but this time but this time 
I was traveling light—just binoculars. At the pond’s edge, I was introducing one‑year‑old Lennon to 
some familiar birds—Canada Geese, Ring‑billed Gulls, and then a Great Egret. That’s when I froze. 
Beside the egret stood another white bird, but only half its size. I instantly knew I was looking at 
something extremely rare for Ottawa. My birder instincts took over. I immediately launched into a 
two‑block sprint, with Lennon enjoying the wildest stroller ride of her life. I handed her off to her 
mom, dove into my truck, and drove—painfully slow at the speed limit—back to the pond with my 

camera gear finally in hand. When I arrived, I took some initial distant photos while it was in the pond. Then the little white heron 
flew directly over me and landed about forty feet away on the grass among a group of Canadas. It posed beautifully, then lifted off 
again, circling right over my head and giving me incredible flight shots as it returned to the pond. At first I debated between Little 
Blue Heron and Snowy Egret, but once I reviewed the photos, the ID was unmistakable: a bicolored bill, dull green legs, gray‑green 
lores, and black wingtips—all classic features of an immature Little Blue Heron. I put the word out through another birder that the 
Little Blue Heron was present, and it continued to be seen right up to today (Sept. 23). So far, 110 reports have been submitted, with 
many birders recording an Ottawa lifer. I’ve had my fifteen minutes of birding fame with this mega rarity for the region. The last 
record I can find of a Little Blue Heron in Ottawa dates back to August 1998. 
Why it was in Ottawa: Juvenile Little Blue Herons are famous wanderers. After the breeding season, immatures disperse far 
beyond their normal range—sometimes hundreds of kilometres—as they search for new feeding areas. Quiet wetlands and shallow 
stormwater ponds, like the one in Kanata, offer exactly the kind of habitat they use. Their all‑white first‑year plumage makes them 
easy to mistake for egrets, but the green legs and two‑toned bill tell the real story. This kind of post‑breeding dispersal is the most 
common reason Ottawa occasionally gets southern herons, and it perfectly explains how this bird ended up here. 
For comparison, I’ve included one of my photos of an adult Little Blue Heron from Florida (2013). Adults look completely 
different—slate‑blue bodies with a deep purplish head and neck—but the greenish legs and two‑toned bill remain consistent. 
A remarkable find, and one I won’t forget.   Tom Devecseri

Adult Little Blue Heron


