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Navan Nugget
St. Mary’s church building celebrates 120th anniversary

Our much loved grey stone church looks a little like a mediaeval castle – and is actually built in mediaeval fashion with 
inner and outer walls with a rubble fill.  Over one foot in thickness they resist just about anything except for winter.  
2018 marks the 120th anniversary of this building – but not of the Navan Anglican church for there was an earlier 
wooden building constructed in 1869. 
In the 1860s, Navanites complained about attending services in Bearbrook – 5 miles away.  Captain Visser, a local store 
owner donated the land on which St. Mary’s now stands.  30 years later the stone church was built and the old church 
was moved to a site just west of Bradley’s store – where it became the Forester’s Hall.  The stone church was built with 
stone from a local quarry on the Rivington farm.  Unfortunately it is rather poorly consolidated limestone and it 
fractures and spalls in the freeze-thaw cycles of our winters. In recent restoration work some stones were replaced by a 
finer grained limestone which is much less susceptible to damage.
On entering the church you will note an abundance of symbols – for example the pews which date from 1869 (made 
for the original church), have trillium shaped cut outs.  This is interesting as Ontario did not exist before 1867 – two 
years before the church opened – and the trillium did not become a provincial symbol until 1937. Looking up from the 
pews, your eyes will be drawn to the recently restored (2011) chancel window, an elegant representation of Leonardo’s 
“Last Supper” dating from the 1920s.  In our version, unlike Leonardo’s, Judas Iscariot is depicted sneaking out of a side 
door to betray Jesus.  (See the Northern Art Glass web site for a photo).  Another feature of the church, which is a little 
unusual, is the orientation.  The congregation faces west while praying, in direct contrast to mediaeval and later practice 
in which congregations face east.  If, however, you do look east you’ll see the other magnificent stained glass window. 
This is a representation of St. Mary and was commissioned from Northern Art Glass as a memorial to major restoration 
work on the masonry which took place in the early 2000s.
This is only a very brief account of the church and I recommend those who are interested to locate a copy of Verna
Cotton’s excellent book  - “Come celebrate – St. Mary’s Navan 1898- 1998”.  Though out of print – a pdf copy will 
shortly be available. In an era of declining congregations St. Mary’s continues to thrive and is noteworthy for its warm 
and welcoming reception of peoples of other faiths and all visitors.  We hope it will continue to support our community 
and play a significant role in the future.
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THANK YOU
My wife, Catherine passed away in the Elizabeth Bruyere 
Palliative Care unit, on January 24th , after a 4 ½  year 
battle with cancer. 
 A great big thank you to everyone who encouraged 
and assisted her through this trying time, whether it 
was by taking her to appointments, visiting her at home 
or in hospital, bringing over a meal or sending her a 
card or email of encouragement. The support from this 
community meant a lot to her as well as me and our family. 
Marg MacNeill was so right when she said of Navan, “what 
a wonderful place we have chosen to live in”.

Until the cancer started to interfere with her life, she was 
an active member of the Navan Women’s Institute, one of 
the founding members of the Navan Street Walkers and a 
regular attendee and helper at the Nifty Fifty Plus senior’s 
drop in club. She had been a Brownie and Girl Guide 
leader from many years since moving to Navan in 1984, 
as well as a volunteer at the old Meadowview School. But 
what gave her the greatest joy in life was spending time 
with her grandson Calum, “her sunshine boy”, from the 
time he was born right up to her final days. Calum is not 
quite 4 years old and enjoyed his time with “Gramma Cat”, 
but with the passing of time, it is likely that his memories 
of her will fade. This is where I come to the community 
for help one more time. We would like to put together a 
book of stories, funny or serious, about Catherine that will 
give Calum a good long lasting idea of who she really was. 
A couple sentences, a paragraph or even a page would be 
good. You can think of starting off with something like, 

“And then there was the time when…”. Pictures would be 
a bonus.
The plan is to have the book assembled and on display at 
her Celebration of Life (that was planned by Catherine 
herself) on Saturday May 12th from 2 to 4 PM in the Navan 
Arena. Since gardening was one of her passions, she asked 
that people who attend, think of a colorful spring garden.
You can give your stories and photos directly to me, or 
email them to me at fredhhyde@gmail.com (don’t forget 
the double “h” in the email address) or send them to or 
drop them off at 3560 Birchtree Cres Navan, K4B 1N6.
Thank you all once again for all your help and support.
Fred Hyde

NAVAN NOTABLES
Next month, I am going to start a series on our Navan 
farmers. I would appreciate help. Could you, the reader, 
please send me names of farmers in and around our 
village? Much appreciated. Please send to this address.  
samc1@rogers.com. 
Thank you.

Sheila Minogue-Calver           
www.navanwi.com
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The NCA Executive would like to encourage all residents 
to become members of the community association. NCA 
meetings are held on the third Monday of the month, 
next meeting  December 18th at the Navan Arena at 7:30 
p.m. Your membership entitles you to vote at the AGM, 
bring issues relative to the village to the agenda, and get 
actively involved in projects that are of interest to you. 
The NCA also provides the community link to our City 
representative.

Chair: Philippe Grandmaitre
Secretary: Christina Macpherson
Treasurer: Dale Borys
Safety: Bob Price
Navan Nugget: Tom Devecseri
NCA Membership: Ray Vetter 

The NCA is the umbrella organization for:
- The production and distribution of the Navan Nugget;
- The Nifty 50 Plus Senior’s Club; - Canada 150 Celebrations;
- The Navan Youth Ball league; - The Navan Tennis Club;
- The Soccer Registration Group; - The Fall Fest Committee;
- The Winterfest Committee; - The Outdoor Rink 
Committee, and
- Members of the NCA maintain the floral gardens at the 
entrance of the village.

The NCA has successfully completed projects such as the 
Cenotaph Restoration, the Shade Structure Park Project, 
the Clock Tower and Wall of Fame, the 150th Celebration, 
and the Outdoor Skating Rink.

Nominations for Community Builders’ Wall 
are open until March 26, 2018.  Forms are available on 
our website www.navan.on.ca. 
At this time of family gatherings, we invite you to 
remember and think of all the people, past and
 present, who have greatly contributed to the building 
and growth of Navan.  
If you need help with the history of the nominee, 
whether it be an individual family or group, please 
contact anmariegp@msn.com.  There are many 
deserving people who have yet to be added to the Wall.  
Please consider being a nominator.

NAVAN STREETWALKERS
You may have seen us walking around the streets of 
Navan three days a week or ploughing through the snow 
on our snowshoes.  We live in such a wonderful little 
village with plenty of opportunity to get outside and 
enjoy the fresh air by walking or snowshoeing several 
days a week.  
Most medical studies have shown the benefit of daily 
exercise for retired folk and we welcome anyone who 
wishes to join us on Monday, Wednesday or Friday.  We 
meet at the Curling Club at 9:30 a.m. for walking or on 
Delson Avenue for snowshoeing

NAVAN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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Boston Pizza Night 
Please join us at Boston Pizza on Innes Rd. on Wednesday, 
March 21st, 2018 from 5 P.M. on to support the Navan Fair.

Homecraft Prize List
Get a head start on your homecraft projects for the 2018 Navan 

Fair!!!
The Homecraft Prize List is available on our web site www.
navanfair.com under the Prize List dropdown menu, the office 
can e-mail you a copy OR you can pick up a hard copy at the 
Navan Fair office. You can now send your entries to the new 
homecraft entry email homecraft.entry.navanfair@gmail.com.  
Check out the new kids, mens and persons with disabilities 
categories.  Please follow the Homecraft division tweets on 

Twitter@NavanFairHmCrft.

Memberships
CTAS Navan Fair Memberships on sale for $22 until April 28th, 

2018 at the Navan Fair Office.

Office Hours in March- Tues and Wed.  10:00 – 4:00

President:  Andrew Davies
Admin. Coord:  Madeleine Gauthier

1279 Colonial Rd., Navan ON K4B 1N1
Tel: 613-835-2766 Fax: 613-835-4008

navanfair@bellnet.ca or www.navanfair.com

THANK YOU, NAVAN!
To everyone who contributed to the annual Canterbury High 

School Music Program Bottle Drive in January..... 
a heartfelt thank you.

Canterbury was impressed with our little village. We collected 
$126.70 in bottles and cans.....the highest amount of any of the 

drop off depots throughout the city. What a wonderfully generous 
and supportive community this is, and we are so grateful.

Neil, Heather, and especially, Caelan Monkman
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The Navan Nifty 50plus Seniors certainly enjoyed their 
luncheon on February 7th which was catered by the Navan 
Lion’s Club. Despite the blustery winter day, 57
members and guests sat down to a wonderful meal which 
was followed up with an afternoon of fun playing games and 
visiting. 
If you have reached your 50th birthday you are welcome 
to join Nifty 50plus for the season or come out and spend 
a Wednesday afternoon as a day member. The group meets 
every week from the first Wednesday in September to the last 
Wednesday in June upstairs in the Navan Memorial Arena 
from 12:30PM to 4;30PM. 
The next luncheon is March 7th and if you are interested in 
attending just drop in on any Wednesday afternoon during 
February to sign up.

                                       Your Nifty 50plus Committee

Cartoon by Jeff Amey

Join the Cumberland Lions Club
at Maple Hall 2552 Old Montreal Road

ST.  PATRICK’  S  DINNER & CEILI
  Dine & Dance to the Music of Robin Averill     

From Ireland to the Ottawa Valley
FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2018           Tickets : $25.00  

Contact -  Betty : 613-833-2925 /info@cumberlandlionsca
Doors Open - 5:00 p.m. Dinner  6:30pm  Cash Bar 

MAPLEFEST  PANCAKE BREAKFAST
49th  ANNIVERSARY    APRIL 7 & 8   8AM – 2PM

Pancakes, Sausages, Maple Syrup, Beverages
All The Pancakes You Can Eat 

Adults  $8  Children (Under 10) $5
See you all at this popular event

Scouts will be selling Maple Products
www.cumberlandlions.ca  or our FB Page
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NAVAN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 The Biggest Small Investment You Can Make

www.navanwi.com 
Women’s Institute celebrating our 121st year. 

First meeting 1931 in Navan.

This past week, the ladies of the Navan W.I. were invited 
to take a peek inside the business that is now located at 
the old Royal Bank Building on Trim Road. Gord Both, 
co-owner (along with Allan Lowe) of Child Check-
Mate System (childcheckmate.com) showed us around 
the office and gave us the history of how this company 
was created from an initial idea that Gord had, into a 
sophisticated, computerized system which helps a bus 
driver to ensure that there are no children left on a bus. 
The company is now run by CEO Brad Both (Gord and 
Kathleen’s son) and is doing an amazing job of helping 
to ensure the safety of young students here and in other 
countries around the world. Thanks for your hospitality 
and sharing your business with us, Child Check-Mate 
System!

HIDDEN TALENT
This month’s tips  from Doreen Hardiman - Artist

Tired of your old, drab or scratched picture frames? 
I’ve modernized some of mine by painting them with 
a product called “ArtMinds” DECOR using an onyx 
colour. 
It’s a soft gloss water based acrylic paint and gives a 
finish 
somewhere between a gloss and a matte.  It also comes 
in different colours and works well on wooden or 
metal frames. Michaels carries this product and other 
art stores may as well.

Navan Fine Arts annual Exhibition & Sale
April 21-22, 2018, 10 am - 4 pm, upstairs at the Navan 

Arena 22 artists, including 6 new this year. 
The public is invited to enter a piece in our Recycled Art 
Challnge, maximum 24”, registration and details at www.

navanarts.com
Donations will be accepted for the Orleans-Cumberland 

Community Resource Centre
Check us out on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/

NavanFineArts/ 



Page 7	 MARCH

NAVAN COMMUNITY SUNDAY SCHOOL
Navan Community Sunday School & Youth Group 

9:45-11:15
St.Mary’s Hall - Smith Rd

Children ages 3 & up are welcome

          For more information email - 
navancommunitysundayschool@gmail.com

Volunteer teachers needed- no experience necessary as we work 
as a team - police record check for vulnerable sectorrequired. 

Volunteer letter provided.

THIRD SPACE
Join us for the Third Space on the last Saturday of each 
month from 10 am – noon at St. Mary’s Church Hall. Catch 
up with friends and neighbours over fair trade coffee, tea 
and refreshments. Sponsored by the Parish of Bearbrook, 
Navan and Blackburn

Orleans Women’s Connection
 Wed: 14 Mar 9:30-11:00
 Orleans United Church Hall,
 1111 Orleans Blvd
 Feature: Sue Pitchforth with www.decortherapyplus.com
 Music: Julia Francis with Barry Francis
 Faith Story: Julia Francis “From Darkness Into Light”
Reservations: Shirley 614-841-5143
shirleyjholt@outlook.com
 Cost: $6 at door

Cartoon by Jeff Amey
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Articles or announcements must be submitted to navannugget@navan.on.ca by the 20th of the month to be included in next month’s issue.
What a wonderful place in which we have chosen to live.

Common Raven
by David Grattan and Tom Devecseri

When I first started working for the Canadian Conser-
vation Institute back in 1981, I was sent on a mission 
to investigate the condition of the 26 remaining 19th 
Century Totem Poles in what was to become Ninstints 
World Heritage site in British Columbia.  The poles 
were on a small island at the southern end of Haida 
Gwaii (Queen Charlotte Islands)  - possibly one of 
the most intriguing and beautiful places in Canada – 
definitely recommended  for the bucket list).  (Haida 
Gwaii is a 2 hr flight from Vancouver, or about 1800 
km by road and ferry).  While working there I became 
friends with a member of the Haida community (we 
remain friends).  He was the Haida appointed warden 
of the site.   Richard (as we knew him then) was of 
the Raven Clan and we all became fascinated by his 
incredible rapport with the many ravens on the island.  
The Ravens have a vast array of different sounds and 
Richard was adept at copying them. He would call to 
the ravens and they would reply.  It was an ongoing 
conversation, and it was fascinating.  It was clear to me 
that the Ravens were somehow communicating with 
Richard and the conversation seemed to continue for 
days. In fact Ravens are well known for their remark-
able intelligence and adaptability. They are about 2.5 
lbs vs the smaller crow at 1 lb and tend to be less social.  
They will eat just about anything, and they differ in 
appearance mostly in their size and in their wedge 
(diamond) shaped tails.  Crows have fan shaped tails. 
Interestingly, they are growing in numbers in north 
eastern North America – and, to quote the Cornell 
All about Birds website, “as forests regenerate”.  Ra-
vens also mimic sounds. They are playful, and are 
observed to work together to solve complex problems.  
Navan resident, Neil Corey who worked for Hydro in 
the extreme north of Canada, describes how he was 
fascinated to see ravens always working out how to 
open garbage cans.  Somehow they always managed to 
break in no matter how hard people tried to stop them.  
Always worth watching, Cornell mentions “ravens may 
also perform aerobatics, such as sudden rolls, wing-
tucked dives, and playing with objects by dropping and 
catching them in midair.” While in flight they will glide 
and can be seen soaring high above when they catch 
thermals opposed to crows that don’t soar and have a 
fast constant wing flap. Canada has 18% of the World’s 

breeding population and as the numbers regenerate, 
with luck, we should see more them in Navan. Tom 
has reported a pair by his house on Barnwell and a pair 
that have in the past nested at the top of the Van Mun-
steren’s farm silos on Giroux, keep watching! (There is 
a great youtube video showing how to tell the differ-
ence between Ravens and Crows at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9-wTnqIidY)


