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Navan Lions Club
President:  	        John Geiger
Secretarial Team:   Mark O’Donoughue and John Ladds
Treasurer:	        David Grattan

Navan Lions 5th Jerry Calver Memorial Bonspiel  
Lion Jerry Calver was an active member of the Club as 
well as a very enthusiastic curler.  He was much missed 
when he died of Pulmonary Fibrosis nearly 6 years 
ago. Pulmonary Fibrosis is a mysterious and insidious 
disease which is rather poorly understood, which 
is why Navan Lions devotes money from the silent 
auction at the Bonspiel to the Canadian Pulmonary 
Fibrosis Foundation. Despite the Roar of the Rings – 
which clashed with our Bonspiel and which siphoned 
off a few of our regulars – the Bonspiel was very 
successful – and featured all the things which make our 
event unique and dare I say it, rather special.  A piper 
(Don Corbett) in full highland attire marches in with a 
colour party and leads the curling teams to begin each 
competition, there is the silent auction which always 
has uniquely interesting items, there are the meals and 
the banquet which always features a quiz. There are 
prizes. This year’s bonspiel winners (see photo) were 
team Garry Dubue, with John Rothwell, Peter Janssen, 
and Don Bissonette, 
and the Trophy was 
presented by Noel 
Calver  - Jerry’s 
brother.  It should 
be noted that the 
winners of each 
draw donated their 
prize money to the 
Lions Club – and 
this was very much 
appreciated by Navan Lions.  While this was going on 
we were able to follow the progress made by Rachel 
Homan – and all present at the Bonspiel were utterly 
thrilled at her victory – it was the icing on the cake.
What else have Navan Lions been up to! 
What haven’t they? We have been staffing the Magical 
Village in Place d’Orleans, we have taken Santa and 
his elves to visit the residents of  Pinerest residence in 
Vars and to the Sarsfield Colonial Home to help with 
the Christmas bingo.  In addition we have organized 
the annual Christmas lights tour for seniors with the 
help and support of Bradley Bus Lines, veteran driver 

Neil Boyer, and the Navan Curling Club. Santa and 
his elves also welcomed our guests. Our most recent 
event was the Lions Christmas party which was lots 
of fun – though the Grinch turned up to annoy Santa.  
A somewhat modified version of the Poem “How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas” was ably read by Lion Rachel 
Grattan.    Phew!
Lion David Grattan (aka Grinch)

Photos - John Ladds & Tom Devecseri
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The NCA Executive would like to encourage all residents 
to become members of the community association. NCA 
meetings are held on the third Monday of the month, 
next meeting  January 15th at the Navan Arena at 7:30 
p.m. Your membership entitles you to vote at the AGM, 
bring issues relative to the village to the agenda, and get 
actively involved in projects that are of interest to you. 
The NCA also provides the community link to our City 
representative.

Chair: Philippe Grandmaitre
Secretary: Christina Macpherson
Treasurer: Dale Borys
Safety: Bob Price
Navan Nugget: Tom Devecseri
NCA Membership: Ray Vetter 

The NCA is the umbrella organization for:
- The production and distribution of the Navan Nugget;
- The Nifty 50 Plus Senior’s Club; - Canada 150 Celebrations;
- The Navan Youth Ball league; - The Navan Tennis Club;
- The Soccer Registration Group; - The Fall Fest Committee;
- The Winterfest Committee; - The Outdoor Rink 
Committee, and
- Members of the NCA maintain the floral gardens at the 
entrance of the village.

The NCA has successfully completed projects such as the 
Cenotaph Restoration, the Shade Structure Park Project, 
the Clock Tower and Wall of Fame, the 150th Celebration, 
and the Outdoor Skating Rink.

Nominations for 
Community Builders’ Wall 

Please consider being a nominator.   Forms are available 
on our website www.navan.on.ca. 
We invite you to remember and think of all the people, 
past and present, who have greatly contributed to the 
building and growth of Navan.  
If you need help with the history of the nominee, 
whether it be an individual family or group, please 
contact anmariegp@msn.com.  There are many 
deserving people who have yet to be added to the Wall.  
Nominations are open until March 26, 2018.

Navan Outdoor Rink
With the cold weather we got before Christmas, the 
Navan Outdoor Rink Team was able to get the outdoor 
rink up and running for the holidays. 
Have a good time using the rink! Keep up with all the 
details by following us on Facebook (facebook.com/
NavanCommunityOutdoorSkatingRink) 
or by visiting the Navan Community Association website 
(www.navan.on.ca).

Hours of Operation 
Monday to Sunday: 8am to 10pm

Family Skating times (no hockey nets on the ice): 
- Wednesday: 8am to 10pm   Saturday: 8am to 12pm

- Sunday: 12pm to 4pm

NAVAN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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NAVAN NOTABLES
Ross and Gwen Bradley

Ross was born and raised here in Navan. Later in the 1960’s, he 
chose Navan to bring his bride, Gwen and their 4 children to live 
on Trim Road. He worked for the Dominion Bureau of Statistics in 
Tunney’s Pasture and retired from Statistics Canada in 1989. Great 
career!  Behind every successful man is a smart, hard-working 
woman! Gwen was busy raising the children. She  worked at the 
Cumberland library. Upon her retirement, she volunteered at the 
new Cumberland Library at the Ray Friel Center. A real jewel in 
our area. In the 1970’s, Gwen along with Hilda Edwards, established 
the Ecumenical Sunday School held on Sundays at St. Mary’s Hall. 
It’s been going for well over 40 years now. She also helped Hilda 
with the Fall Suppers we had for many years. Over half the village’s 
kitchens were used to cook the many turkeys needed for this highly 
successful event. Loved those pies!!!

Ross became a member of the Navan Lions Club early in the 60’s, 
joining his Father Morris and brother, Lorne, who were charter 
members of the Club. He was Chair of the Cumberland Township 
School Board, for its last 4 years of existence (1965-1968). In the 
early seventies he was a member of the Cumberland Township 
Recreation Committee as well as President of the Navan Tennis 
Club. He was instrumental in getting the Navan Curling Club here 
in Navan. After 7 years curling at the R.A. and the Ottawa Curling 
Clubs, our Club was built in 1991. Ross was the first President. He 
did all this before he retired. Gwen’s mother had come to live with 
them. Busy household! Ross said it was the best thing for the family.  
This mother-in-law was well loved and appreciated by the whole 
family!
After retirement Ross continued fixing up the village. He became 
Chair of the Navan Cenotaph Renovation and Relocation  
Committee. And what a beautiful site it is! He was Chair of the 
Remembrance Day ceremonies for 2 years after the rededication of 
the Cenotaph in 2010. The Lions’ Jerry Calver Memorial Bonspiel, 
and the Canada 150 project “Honouring our fallen soldiers, one red 
maple at a time” were his responsibility too. 7 trees were planted this 
anniversary year! While Ross is busy walking the streets of Navan 
to look for more things to do to beautify Navan, Gwen chaired the 
Canadian Cancer Society in Cumberland Township. She belongs to 
the Anglican Church Women, who are a very busy group, gathering 
the community together with their varied fundraisers. Ross helped 
Verna Cotton and Dorothy Jane Smith, under the auspices of the 
Cumberland Township Historical Society, to publish the book, 

“Domes of Navan”, in 2012.
I could go on, but the last honours I want to mention are the 
receiving of the “Key to the City of Ottawa”, on behalf of the whole 
Bradley family, in November 2001. Then he was presented with 
the  Diamond Jubilee medal in August 2012, which pays tribute to 
Queen Elizabeth’s 60 years on the throne. 
Ross and Gwen have also given their “babe” to the village. How 
wonderful to have J.T. Bradley continuing his parents’ community 
involvement! Love the events he puts on. So Ross what’s up your 
sleeve these days? I know you’ll surprise us with a super idea one 
of these days. So happy I met you and Gwen when I moved here. 
Thanks for the memories!

Sheila Minogue-Calver                                          www.navanwi.com      

CAROLING AT THE TOWN CLOCK PLAZA
Here are a few who turned out for the Carol Singing 
this year. Voices belted out familiar old carols in the cold 
around our beautiful tree. Thanks to Anne Marie Potvin 
and Dale Borys, of the Navan Community Association, 
for putting up the tree. It’s beautiful!! Thanks too, to Eli 
at Castellos for providing hot chocolate and coffee at his 
restaurant afterwards. 
Brings back lovely memories of Christmases past!
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JOIN US!!
Boston Pizza Navan Fair Fundraiser

3884 Innes Rd. Orleans
Wednesday January 10th, 2018 

5 PM to 8 PM
A portion of your bill will be donated towards this year’s fair.  
All you have to do is write “Navan Fair” on your receipt and 

drop it in a box at the hostess stand.
We look forward to seeing you there.

The CTAS Board of Directors invites all 2017 CTAS Members 
to our Annual General Meeting to be held on Thursday, January 
19th, 2018 upstairs at the Navan Memorial Arena at 7pm. We 
will present an overview of our 2017 fiscal year, cover business 
items and give some highlights of our future plans. 2018 

Membership will be available for $22. 

Office Hours in January  - Tues.  and Wed.  10:00 – 4:00

President:  Andrew Davies
Admin. Coord:  Madeleine Gauthier

1279 Colonial Rd., Navan ON K4B 1N1
Tel: 613-835-2766 Fax: 613-835-4008

navanfair@bellnet.ca or www.navanfair.com

NAVAN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 The Biggest Small Investment You Can Make

www.navanwi.com

We finished the year off having dinner at the Cucina 
da Vita in Orleans. Very personable waiters served us 
a delicious meal. The members were delighted to be 
together to review all the good works we have been able to 
do because of our fund raisers. Happy New Year to all! We 
next meet at The Lions’ Den in the Navan Curling Club  on 
Wednesday, January 10, 2018 at 7PM.  Come on out and 
join these Women Inspired!!

NAVAN STREETWALKERS
We started snowshoeing early this year. Wonderful trails we 
make and discover. Great sport! This Christmas we helped 
out 2 families and a local school for Christmas. Nifty Fifty+ 
women knitted 75 tuques that were given to the school. 
So many children show up with frozen ears because of no 
hats. The principal was delighted to get them.  Our group 
is growing. It makes walking or snow shoeing so pleasant 
when there’s company. We meet at the Navan Curling Club 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 9:30am.
Our annual Ugly Christmas Sweater party was a huge 
success too. This is our 12th year walking together. Good 
reason to celebrate. 

KNOTTY KNITTERS
We met for a lovely lunch at Café Latte Cino to celebrate 
the season. Otherwise we meet at the Navan Curling Club 
Lounge on Mondays at 1 to 3pm.  

If you want to learn or need some help come on out and 
join us.

A NEW YEAR, 
     A NEW ART CHALLENGE:
Building on the success of our Decorate a 
Chair and Shoe Art challenges the past two 
years, the Navan Fine Arts Group invites you to              
participate in our next challenge: Recycled Art –            
Transform your Trash into Treasure. Transform 
old or discarded materials into something new 
–a new purpose, a new look, useful or esthetic. 
(Maximum 24” in any direction please due to 
limited space.) 
Entries can be displayed at our annual show 
April 21-22, 2018, at the Navan Arena. 
To get all the details and to register your recycled 
art entry, go to navanarts.com

Happy Creating!
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Juanita Vetter and Betty Johnson along with the crew 
of the Navan Streetwalkers are doing their annual task 
of installing Christmas wreaths along Colonial Road by 
the arena.  This will be the fifth year of continuing with 
a tradition which was the brainchild of Catherine Hyde.

Cartoon by Jeff Amey
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The month of December for the Navan Nifty50plus 
Seniors Club has once again been a fun filled month 
beginning with the annual Nifty 50 plus Christmas 
Luncheon on December 6th. 
A number of members had tables of their creations. 

Shannon and Tom display their items for last minute shoppers 
The group once again 
supported the BackPack 
Program for the 
Homeless which was 
coordinated by Shirley 
Browsky and provides 
filled Backpacks for 
distribution before 
Christmas.
The food drive for the Orleans Cumberland Resource 
Center was generously supported and the group added 
to the food donations by giving $177.00 . Thanks to 
Mabel Smyth for the lovely basket which she donated.
The final event of December was the Heritage 
School Band coming out to entertain the Nifty 50 
group. This has become an annual tradition and a 
big thank you to the Heritage teachers and students.                                                                                                    
If you are 50 plus you are welcome to join Nifty 50plus 
for the season or come out and spend a Wednesday 
afternoon as a day member. 
Nifty 50plus Membership for the year is $20.00 or 
come for a day for $2.00.  The annual fee to join the 
Navan Community Association (NCA) is $5.00 and is 
required. 
We meet every Wednesday (from the 1st Wednesday 
in September to the last Wednesay in June) 12:30PM to 
4:30PM up stairs in the Navan Memorial arena.
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Workshop EASY TECH, I LIKE! 
In Sarsfield

Free interactive workshops with tablets for seniors 
(60+). Overcome apprehension of technology by learn-
ing about using a tablet.  No tablets required or bring 
your own. 
January 14, 24 and 31 from 1.30 p.m. to 3 pm at the 
Résidence Hervé-Joly, 2980 Colonial Road. To register 
call 613-830-4357 or online: natiotech.com/en/easytech

WINTER WALKERS 
in Navan will be pleased to learn that, as a result of in-
teraction between Steve Blais’ office and City staff, the 
paved path through Centennial Park running from 
Wickham Court to the Curling Club parking lot will 
be plowed this winter.  This will substantially improve 
footing for the many pedestrians who use the path on a 
regular basis.

WANTED!!!
Donations of “Holiday Empties” to the

CANTERBURY HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAM
ANNUAL BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE

JANUARY 6 & 7, 2018
*************************

3 Options for Donating…..
DRIVEWAY: 3494 Trim Road, Navan - drop off anytime 

over the holidays
E-MAIL: monkpeople@gmail.com - for pick up

TEXT: Caelan Monkman (613) 315-5369 - for pick up
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NAVAN COMMUNITY SUNDAY SCHOOL

Navan Community Sunday School & Youth Group 
9:45-11:15

St.Mary’s Hall - Smith Rd
Children ages 3 & up are welcome

          For more information email - 
navancommunitysundayschool@gmail.com

Volunteer teachers needed- no experience necessary as 
we work as a team - police record check for vulnerable 

sector required. Volunteer letter provided.

On December 17th, the third Sunday in Advent, 
Navan-Vars United Church delighted the youngsters in 
the congregation with its annual Children’s Christmas 
Pageant. 
As Andrea Dark narrated the Christmas story, the 
children ably played their roles to the delight of the 
congregation. After the children made two exuberant 
circuits of the sanctuary, Andrea Dark, under their 
watchful eyes, lit the sparklers on Jesus’ birthday cake.  
A rousing rendition of Happy Birthday completed this 
celebration of his birth. Birthday cake was enjoyed by 
all after the completion of the service.
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Articles or announcements must be submitted to navannugget@navan.on.ca by the 20th of the month to be included in next month’s issue.
What a wonderful place in which we have chosen to live.

Black-throated Gray Warbler
Article by Tom Devecseri

This Warbler does not belong in Ottawa, it’s range is from southern BC 
to western US to Mexico, wintering in the warmer southern regions. 
They are a  small songbird with a grey back, white face and underparts, 
black mask - crown - throat and striping on the chest with 2 white wing-
bars, white spots in the tail and a small yellow square in front of the eye.
He is the 2nd on record to lose his way ending up in our area. 1st spotted 
by Di Labio on Nov. 2 2017 in Britannia and I was able to photograph 
him on Nov. 6 th. My 1st encounter with a BTYW was in 2013, strangely 
right across the Ottawa river from Britannia in Alymer. They are insec-
tivores who’s food supply runs out in our cold winters. Unfortunately he 
was not  able to leave Ottawa and succumbed to our winter on Dec. 2nd. 
This Mega rarity was able to be seen and photographed by many.


